
WILL & POWERS OF ATTO RNEY CHECKLIST

Executor

The executor is the person(s) responsible for carrying out your wishes as expressed in your will.  The job can be both difficult and

time consuming.  The person you choose should be someone who has the time, has some familiarity with your financial situation

and wh o will get alo ng with yo ur family.  M ost ma rried cou ples nam e each  other as  their exec utor, altho ugh yo u do no t have to

do this.  It is also a good idea to choose an alternate executor in case your original choice is not able to do the job.

Name  and Ad dress of E xecutor:  

Name  and Ad dress of A lternate E xecutor:  

Guardians

If your children are under the age of 18, you should choose someone to look after them in the event of your death. Although the

court is no t bound  by your c hoice of g uardian , it will genera lly respect y our wish es.  Man y peop le will choos e the sam e perso n to

be the guardian as the alternate executor.  Others feel this is too much power in the same hands.

Name and Address of Guardian:

Who should get what and when?

Do you have any particular items (e.g. jewellery, cars, tools . . .) that should go to specific people?  If yes please describe them

and indic ate the n ame o f the recipie nt.  

Did you want to leave a specific amount of money to anybody?  If yes please indicate the amount and the name of the

recipient(s ).  

Who should get the residue of your estate?  The residue is the bulk of your estate and consists of everything that you did not give

away a bove.  

If something happens to both you and your spouse, who should get the residue of your estate?  Usually this would be your

children if yo u have  any.  

If your children are under the age of 18 anything they inherit from you must be held in trust until they turn at least 18. Depending

on the amount of money they are likely to inherit you might consider increasing the age to 21 or even 25. Remember that even

though  the mo ney is in tru st it is available  for their ca re and e ducation , but a res ponsible  adult con trols it.  

At what age should your children get control of their money?



If your children are under the age of 18, and none of you survived, who should get the residue of your estate?

If one o f your a dult ch ildren p redec ease s you,  shou ld their s hare g o to the ir childre n (i.e. yo ur gra ndch ildren)  or sho uld the ir

share go back into the pot for your surviving children?

To the grandchildren? Back in th e pot:

Do you have RRSPs: YES or NO Who is the beneficiary?

Do you have l ife insurance: YES or NO Amou nt? Who is the beneficiary?

Do you have mortgage insurance: YES or NO

Do you  have a p et(s)?  If ye s, who s hould loo k after it?

Powers of Attorney

Power s of Attorn ey are d ocum ents that a llow you to  appoint s omeo ne to act o n your b ehalf wh ile you are  still alive, but un able to

make decisions and/or act for yourself.  This can include both financial and health matters. You may also give instructions that

you a re not t o be k ept aliv e on life  supp ort if the re is no  hope  of you  recov ering fr om w hat ha s hap pene d to yo u (gen erally

referred  to as a living  will.)

Power of Attorney - Property:

Power  of Attorne y - Health Alternate (if desired):

Living Will: YES or NO


